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At St Bernadette’s we are fully committed to safeguarding our children.  We expect all staff, parents and visitors to share this commitment. 

Our Catholic Faith 

 
The Gospel on Sunday 17th July was the story of Martha and Mary. 

Luke 10:38-42 
 

Jesus came to a village and a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. She had a sister called 
Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s feet and listened to him speaking. Now Martha who was distracted with all 
the serving said ‘”Lord, do you not care that my sister is leaving me to do the serving all by myself? Please tell 
her to help me.” But the Lord answered: “Martha, you worry and fret about so many things and yet few are 

needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the better part; it is not to be taken from her” 
This Gospel reminds us that rushing frantically around trying to do chores can stop us hearing the wisdom of 
Jesus. We need first to listen to Jesus, to be reminded of what’s really important in life. Jesus does not force 

us to listen to him, but he knows what’s best for us. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Term Dates for Next Academic Year 2022-2023 
Autumn Term 2022 

 
Term Starts:  

Monday 5th September 2022  
 

Half Term:  
Monday 24 October 2022 

 to  
Friday 28 October 2022 

 
Term Ends:  

Wednesday 21 December 2021 

Spring Term 2023 
 

Term Starts:  
Monday 9 January 2023  

 
Half Term:  

Monday 20 February 2023  
to  

Friday 24 February 2023  
 

Term Ends:  
Friday 31 March 2023 

Summer Term 2023 
 

Term Starts:  
Tuesday 18 April 2023 

 
Half Term:  

Monday 29 May 2023  
to  

Friday 2 June 2023  
 

Term Ends:  
Tuesday 25 July 2023 

 

Please note that the Christmas holidays may be different from other Birmingham schools. 
School will also be closed on the following dates: 

 
Staff INSET 
Friday 21st October, Monday 31st October, Friday 6th January, Monday 27th February, Monday 17th April 

 (Please note the Inset Days may be subject to change) 
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Diary Dates 
Please note dates may be subject to change at short 

notice depending on the current COVID situation. 

Monday 5th September 
School reopens for children 
Wednesday 7th September 

Year 5 Welcome meeting 9.00am 
Thursday 8th September 

Year 4 Welcome meeting 9.00am 
Friday 9th September 

Year 3 Welcome meeting 9.00am 
Monday 12th September 

Year 2 Welcome meeting 9.00am 
Tuesday 13th September 

Year 1 Welcome meeting 9.00am 
Wednesday 14th September 

Whole School Mass 
Thursday 15th September 

Reception Welcome meeting 9.00am 
Friday 16th September 

Year 6 Welcome meeting 9.00am 
 
 

 

 
 

Thank You to our Staff and Governors  
As the academic year draws to a close, I would like to thank all of the staff who have supported the 
children and parents in school this year.  The class based staff have worked incredibly hard to ensure the 
children have been supported back into school after having a disruptive couple of years and have 
ensured many of the children have caught up on the learning that was lost during the pandemic. A 
number of these staff have attended residential trips and arranged clubs after school, giving their all for 
the good of our pupils. I am also very grateful to our office based staff who have been an incredible 
support to parents, visitors and staff across the school. Their patience and resilience has been 
exceptional this year. Mr Malone, our site manager, has been fantastic and is always willing to keep the 
school open late in the evenings whenever the need arises. We also thank Mrs Shalvey, Mrs Payne and 
Mr Abbott for their commitment to St Bernadette’s School and for the support they have offered the 
children and families this year.  
 
I am also very grateful to our Governing Body for their work this year. They are skilled individuals who 
give their time willingly and voluntarily to ensure the children receive the best possible education we can 
afford them. They plan the strategic direction of the school, oversee the financial performance of the 
school ensuring the money is well spent and hold the Head teacher and Leadership Team to account.  
They have given many hours of their time this year, to attend to school business and will continue to do 
so in the years to come. A sincere thanks to each every one of them for the work they have undertaken.  

 

 

September Return 
Please remember that when the children return to school in 

September, they should be wearing their winter uniform. All 

children in the main school should be wearing a shirt and tie, either 

a grey skirt or pinafore or grey or black trousers. If children choose 

to wear school trousers, these should be a straight legged trouser, 

leggings are not acceptable. Parents are reminded that children in 

the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 should not be wearing any 

jewellery, this includes earrings. If you do choose to have your 

child’s ears pierced, please do so at the beginning of the holiday, 

their earrings can then be removed before they return to school. 

Children in Key Stage 2 are allowed to wear a simple pair of studs, 

however necklaces and bracelets are not permitted. Children are 

not allowed to wear trainers for school, please ensure they are 

wearing a sensible pair of black school shoes. 

The children who are joining our nursery in September are 

required to wear a white polo shirt, a red round necked sweatshirt 

and either a grey skirt or pinafore or grey trousers. Sensible black 

school shoes should be worn. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Voluntary Helpers in School   
This year, we have had a team of mums who have worked in school every morning, listening to children 
read. The have been absolutely amazing and made an incredible difference to the children they have 
supported. As a result of their work, we have seen children reading more fluently and developing a love of 
books. If there are any other parents who would like to volunteer 20 minutes every morning in the next 
academic year, please let the office know in the new term. We will need to ensure that all volunteers are 
vetted before they commence work, but it would be great to build on the team we currently have. A huge 
thank you to all involved.  

 

Staffing Update 
We offer a very warm welcome to the new staff joining St Bernadette’s School in September: 
 

Miss Belcher – Reception 
 

Miss Sully – Year 1 
 

Mrs Harris – Year 2 
 
We look forward to the contribution they will make to the school and hope they enjoy many happy years 
working at St Bernadette’s.  
 

 
 
We say goodbye to Mrs Kelly who retires on Thursday. Mrs Kelly has given 23 years to St Bernadette’s 
school beginning her career in September 1999.  Her commitment to the school has been exceptional. 
Mrs Kelly has been a firm favourite for many of the children who have passed through St Bernadette’s as 
she has always adopted a very positive and calm approach in the classroom. She has taken every 
opportunity to instil confidence in those children who need it most and to inspire those children who 
often lack ambition. She will be greatly missed and we wish her every happiness for the future.  
 
Mrs Bhella also leaves us this year having spent 8 years at school. As senco in school, she has fought hard 
to get the support that children require if they have additional needs. As a result of her determination, 
many children have benefitted from additional support. Mrs Bhella was responsible for introducing a 
Speech Therapist and an Occupational Therapist into school, both of whom have made a significant 
difference to the lives of our pupil. She is moving to Yorkshire with her family, after doing some travelling 
and we wish her every future success and thank her for her work over the years.  

 

Summer Holidays 

School will close for Summer Holidays, today and the children will return to school on 
Monday 5th September. 

 


