
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Newsletter 8 
19 December 2025 

St Bernadette’s Catholic  
Primary School 
Hob Moor Road, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8QL 
Telephone: 0121-783-7232 
Website  stberns.co.uk 

BlueSky: @stbernsprimary.bsky.social  
e-mail: enquiry@stberns.bham.sch.uk  

At St Bernadette’s Catholic School, you will find us caring, hardworking and co-operative.  We follow the ways 
of Jesus using our talents and gifts to make our school special.  We show respect to all and welcome you. 

 

 
Christmas Wishes  
 

The Governors, staff and pupils of 
St Bernadette’s would like to extend a happy and 

holy Christmas and prosperous new year 
to all our families. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you as 
parents for all your support to the children and 

staff during the term.Your kind words, gifts and 
understanding have been very welcomed. 

 
May I also take this opportunity to wish you and 

your families a safe, restful, and holy Christmas 
and New Year filled with joy and happiness. 

Gospel Reflection 

The young disciple of Year 3 reflected on this 
week’s gospel. 

Mary was chosen by God and the baby she was 
going to have was a gift from the Holy Spirit. This 
shows us that God can do amazing things even 
when people don’t understand them at first. Joseph 
was kind, loving and brave. Even though he was 
worried and confused, he listened to God and 
trusted Him. This teaches us that doing the right 
thing sometimes means being brave and trusting 
God. 

 

   
 

 

 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

18 The mother of Jesus Christ was Mary. And this is how the 
birth of Jesus came about. Mary was engaged to marry Joseph. 
But before they married, she learned that she was going to have 
a baby. She was pregnant by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 19 Mary’s husband, Joseph, was a good man. He did not 
want to disgrace her in public, so he planned to divorce her 
secretly. 

20 While Joseph thought about this, an angel of the Lord came 
to him in a dream. The angel said, “Joseph, descendant of 
David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife. The baby in 

her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son. You 

will name the son Jesus.[a] Give him that name because he will 
save his people from their sins.” 

22 All this happened to make clear the full meaning of what 

the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will be 
pregnant. She will have a son, and they will name him 

Immanuel.”[b] This name means “God is with us.” 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the Lord’s angel had told 
him to do. Joseph married Mary. 

 
 

 

 

 

School closes today for the Christmas holiday and will re-open to children on Tuesday 6th 
January. A reminder that Monday, 5th January 2026, is an INSET Day. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mathew%201%3A18-24&version=ICB#fen-ICB-23056a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mathew%201%3A18-24&version=ICB#fen-ICB-23058b


    

Diary Dates 
Monday 5th January 2026 

Staff Training Day – school closed for pupils 
Tuesday 6th January 

School open for all pupils 
Epiphany – The closing of the Jubilee Doors 

Thursday 8th January 
Reception Maths Open Morning – 9am 

Friday 9th January 
Y6 Maths Open Morning – 9am 
Year 6 SATs meeting – 9.30am 

Monday 12th January  
Reception Maths Open Moring – 9am 

Tuesday 13th January  
Year 2 Maths Open Moring – 9am 

Wedmesday 14th January  
Year 3 Maths Open Moring – 9am 

Young Voices Choir performing at the NEC 
Thursday 15 January  
Joy in January Day 
Friday 16th January 

Year 5 Maths Open Moring – 9am 
Monday 19 January  

Nursery Red and Green Group Maths Open Moring – 9am 
Tuesday 20th January  

Nursery Blue and Yello Group Maths Open Moring – 9am 
Wednesday 21st January 

Year 2 Mass – 9am in school parents’ welcome 
Thursday 22 January 

Year 4 Maths Open Morning – 9am 
Wednesday 28th January  
School Council-Parliament 

Friday 30th January  
Year 3 Stay and Pray – 9am 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Light a candle to offer a prayer 
We light a candle and offer our prayers for members of our 
school community and their loved ones: 
Mrs Heffernan 
The Haywood family  
The Hussain-Biddlefamily  
Octavia (past pupil)  
Joe Junior 

 
 

Whole school mass 
On Tuesday 6th January there will be a whole school 
mass to celebrate the epiphany. The mass will take 

place at Holy Family church at 9:30am and families 
are invited. It also marks the end of the Year of the 

Jubilee. 

 
 

Safeguarding Reminder 
Please remember that if you have any concerns 

regarding the safeguarding of a child, members of the 
public are able to make an anonymous referral to the 
safeguarding team within Birmingham City Council. 
Parents should call 0121 303 1888 and share their 

concerns with a duty social worker. 

 

 

Assistant Headteacher Message 

What a busy two weeks it has been! I can’t quite believe that we 
are already at the end of our first term. There have been so 
many lovely things happening in school as we have built up to 
Christmas from Santa Dashes and book shops to discos. The 
children have had so much fun and it has been a joy to see. 

It has also been really heart-warming to see the generosity 
shown through the fundraising and collections that our 
children and families have been involved in. Thank you for 
your kindness and support. 

A real highlight of the last two weeks for me was attending 
the beautiful Carol Service. What a wonderful evening it was! 
The children truly blew me away with their fantastic singing 
and confidence. It was such a special way to come together as 
a school community. 

As we come to the end of the term, I would like to wish you all 
a happy and holy Christmas. We hope you enjoy a restful, 
joyful break with your families and loved ones. 

 

 

Termly reports  
Staff will be completing their termly reports for pupils 
prior to the Christmas break. These reports will reflect 
the results that children have attained in their formal 
assessments this term. The report also includes 
information about your child’s attendance, the effort 
they make in lessons and in their homework and their 
general attitude towards school life. Reports will be 
emailed to parents in January.  



    

Prayer Gardeners Club 

We had a lovely time in the Prayer Gardeners Club on Thursday 12th 
December. We started with a prayerful moment to say thank you for the 
lovely children we are lucky to have in the club. We asked God to look after 
our children and help us get prepared for Christmas. Then we made these 
beautiful stars. Miss Corkery had cut the branches of her Hazel tree and we 
made 2 triangles out of a branch. The girls wrapped wool around the 
triangles. Miss Corkery used the hot glue gun to secure some little cones on the 
ends. And Ta Da! we have a delightful decoration for our homes. The girls 
showed perseverance and resilience while doing this and they all loved the 
relaxing nature of the activity. Well done girls! 

 

 

Carol Service – Year 5 & 6 

The Year 5 and 6 Carol Service took place on Wednesday evening at Holy Family 
Church. It was lovely to see the church so full, with friends, family, past pupils and 
former members of staff in attendance. 

The service was outstanding. The choir, soloists and readers performed beautifully, 
and lots of children from Years 5 and 6 took part, making a truly impressive 
contribution to the life of the school. It was a very special evening for everyone 
involved. 

We would like to thank all parents for their continued support and for bringing their 
children along to take part and give something back to the school community. It was 
wonderful to see such a strong turnout. 

A big thank you also goes to Year 6 productions, as well as to all the staff who 
helped 

prepare the children so well. 

  
 

 
 

Reception Admissions  
If you have a child who is due to 
start Reception in September 2025, 
please remember that you must 
complete your application by 15th 
January at 11.59am. This should 
be completed online and a 
supplementary application form 
should be completed for St 
Bernadette’s School if you have 
listed us as one of your choices. 
Parents are unlikely to get their 
first choice school if they submit a 
late application. Parents should list 
three different primary schools on 
their form.  

 

 

 
Spare Classroom Furniture 

Available 
We currently have a number of 
spare classroom tables and a 
small number of drawer units 
available to donate. If any 
parents or carers are interested 
either for personal use or on 
behalf of a community group 
please get in touch with the 
school office for further 
details. 
Please note that items will not be 
disassembled and must be 
collected directly from school; 
unfortunately, we are unable to 
offer delivery. 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Children's Book Project 
 
This week, every child in school had the opportunity to 
visit our very own bookshop, where they could browse, 
choose, and take home books to enjoy and keep. Thanks 
to the generous donation of books, this experience allowed 
children to discover stories that excited them and to build 
their own home libraries. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to The Children’s 

Book Project for their incredible support and generosity in 
making this possible. Their donated books helped ensure 
that every child went home with something to read, 
enjoy, and treasure. 

 

 



 
              

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Meet our Parent Support Worker, Miss Finn 
 
My job role is busy and varied, no two days are ever the same, however my key  
focus is to ensure that pupils feel safe and supported. This may include checking 
in with pupils, liaising with families and external agencies. Offering Early Help  
Support to families who need additional support. I monitor school attendance and  
ensure that early interventions are offered and any barriers to school attendance  
are addressed at an early stage. 
I was previously employed as an Adult Social Worker; however, I wanted a career change.  
I am a caring person and get pleasure from supporting pupils and their families. 

 Early Help 

 Compass 

 School Nurse  

 Rainbows – Bereavement support 

 Attendance support 

You can contact me through the main school office number. 
Please feel free to contact me in relation to any concerns you may have regarding your child’s wellbeing, attendance or 
engagement with school. This may be during times of difficulty or when a family is feeling that they need additional support. 
I can also signpost you to our SEND coordinator. 
Examples are:  

 Changes in behaviour or mood 

 School attendance difficulties 

 Friendship worries and anxiety  

 Family changes such as bereavement, illness or separation 

 Support with routines and boundaries 

 Signposting you to external agencies 

I will aim to respond to your query within 24 hours of receiving a message from you, I am based in Rohan house, so meetings 
with me tend to take place there.  
 
Please know that you do not need to wait until things feel like a crisis. Schools offer support at many levels. The earlier a 
problem is identified and shared then the easier it is to put support in place. Never feel afraid to ask for help and advice. 

  

 



  
   

 

Math Open Mornings 

We are delighted to invite parents and carers into school for a Maths Open Morning from 9am to 10:00am on the following dates:  
 

Thursday 8th January - Year 1 

Friday 9th January - Year 6 

Monday 12th January - Reception 
Tuesday 13th January - Year 2  

Wednesday 14th January Year 3 

Thursday 15th January - Year 4 

Friday 16th January - Year 5 

Monday 19th January - Red and green Group 
Tuesday 20th January- Blue and Yellow Group 

 
Nursery parents and carers to go to Nursery via the Nursery entrance at 9am. 

 
 

This is an exciting opportunity to watch a live math session in your child’s class. Learn about the methods and strategies we use in school 
and work 1:1 with your child during the session. 

We hope you can join us for this interactive and engaging session to see your child’s learning in action. Please reply by on ParentPay 
January. 

 

 Beauty and the Beast Pantomime  
at Sutton Town Hall during December. 

 
 

 

 
Saturday 20th December 6.30pm 

 
Tuesday 23rd December 12.30pm 

 
Wednesday 24th December 4.30pm 

 
Sunday 28th December 12.30pm 

 
Wednesday 31st December 12.30pm 

 

We are incredibly proud of Isla (Year 6), Tayah (Year 5) and Amily, who will be taking to the stage in a pantomime 
production of Beauty and the Beast at Sutton Coldfield Town Hall throughout December — a fantastic achievement 
and an exciting opportunity for them all! 

If parents would like to see this wonderful production and support our talented pupils, performances run across 
December at Sutton Coldfield Town Hall. Further details and tickets can be found via the venue’s website. 

If families are in receipt of free school meals, you are able to buy discounted tickets for them and their families. The 
dates above are the times when the girls will be performing. It would be lovely if any families could go and support and 
watch what I am sure will be a fantastic show. 
 
We wish Isla, Tayah and Amily the very best of luck — we know they will be amazing! 

 



  

 
 

 

 
 

Thank you to all who donated to School Council’s collection for The Trussell Trust. Councillors did a fantastic job of 

encouraging peers and organizing collections. The food bank were incredibly appreciative of our donation and extend their 

thanks. 

 



 Fundraising at Heartlands Hospital  

 
 

 

 
 

Year 4 would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone for your generous donations. With the hamper raffle and the 
Santa Dash together, we raised £652.50. Our very first Santa Dash at St Bernadette’s was a big hit! The children had a 
fantastic time walking, skipping, dancing, and running around the playground, all while enjoying the festive Christmas songs 

- thank you to Mr Abbott for providing the music. 

 

On the 8th December, 40 members of our school 
choir had the wonderful opportunity to take part in 
a fundraising event at Heartlands Hospital. We 
delighted patients and staff with a festive 
repertoire of Christmas songs and it was 
heartwarming to see so many people joining in. 
This joyful occasion not only lifted spirits across 
the hospital but also helped raise vital funds for 
the UHB Charity, which Year 4 has chosen to 
support this term. 

 



 

 Shining Light Award 
 

 

CLASS NAME REASON CLASS NAME REASON 

Nursery 
(Blue) 

Musa  For lovely singing in our Christmas play. 

Nursery 
(Yellow) 

 
Eva  

For beautiful singing and dancing in our 
play 

Nursery 
(Green) 

Mara  
For beautiful singing and dancing in our 

Christmas play 

Nursery 
(Red) 

Cohen  
For showing kindness to others when they 

need it 

RCB 
Amaan  For sensible behaviour always 

4AMJ 
Maheen  

For trying her best in every English lesson. 

 

Rufayda  For her beautiful singing voice Basco  For his fantastic maths assessment. 

REL 
Lexie  

For making the right choices on the 
playground at the beginning of the 

week.  You can do it every day Lexie – we 
believe in you! 

4FM 
Oscar  

For his wonderful contributions in English 
lessons. 

Ahmed  
For trying so hard to blend his sounds – well 

done Ahmed. 
Imaan  For being a kind and caring friend. 

RLC 
Eliana 

For always being helpful and putting a big smile 
on Miss Coley’s face! 

4KL 
Harris  

For consistently showing kindness to others. 

 

Avaya 
For being so helpful and always caring towards 

her friends. Tyler  
For singing so enthusiastically at 

Heartlands hospital with the choir. 

1COT 
 

Lucas  For working incredibly hard in all lessons 

5CG 
Declan   

For contributing with amazing ideas in 
English. 

Tia-Ave Maria For being a super role model Amelia-Rose  
Reading so well during the Carol Concert 

rehearsals. 

1OB 
 

Anayah F  
For always using her manners and trying 

her best! 
5ET 

Daniel  
For utilizing his incitive in all aspects of 

school life. 

Izayah  
For his excellent effort in the Christmas 

play! 
Millie  For brightening everyone's day. 

2EOB 
Tsion   

For always being so kind and positive in 
everything you do! 

5MF 
Haniya  For always being a pleasure to teach 

Alexandru For being an excellent role model to others. Alfie  
For brilliant improvements in independent 

writing 

2RW 
 

Amelia   For always being super helpful 

6CB 
Harley  

For being a wonderful canter during his 
Confirmation ceremony last week. 

Hassan  For always being polite and respectful Noah C  
For reading beautifully in his 

Confirmation ceremony last week. 

2SH 
 

Aleena  
For being such a wonderful friend and 
always trying her hardest in all lessons 

6CC 

Leia  
For speaking so confidently to Bishop David 

last week and displaying fantastic RE 
subject knowledge. 

Karthikeyan  
For being an incredibly respectful, kind and 

helpful member of our class. 
Francie-Joe  

For taking part so beautifully and 
reverently in his Confirmation ceremony 

with Year 6 last week. 

3DA 
 

Keegan  For always being polite and kind! 

6ZB 
Muizz  For being such a phenomenal role model. 

Jonathan  
For making a real effort in all of his 

lessons! 
Zakarriya  

For being such a thoughful and kind 
young man, 

3DH 
 

Xyrah  
For being such a good role model and settling 

in well at out school. 

Shining Light Award 
‘You are the light of the world.’ 

Matthew 5:14 

Amaar  
For working hard and getting on with all 

tasks sensibly 

3EG 

Norah  For her participation in Mass. 

Arjun  
For his participation in Mass. 

 



   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


