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\/\/hg is Readmg important?

Of all the subjects taught in school, reading is first among § %

equals — the most singular in importance because all others e gmsSS

rely on it. Excellence in almost any academic subject requires strong
reading.
People who read lots attain more. They also develop: general
knowledge; vocabulary; a. better attitude to writing and higher
overall attainment.
Significant correlation between reading ability and GCSE results
across all subjects.
The consequences of illiteracy are immense:

reduced access to higher education;

more limited job choices;

on average, lower income;

higher risk of permanent exclusion;

shorter life expectancy.



At St. Bernadette's:

We use a programme called Read,
Write Inc to teach the children to read.
[t teaches the children the sounds that
letters make — not the letter names until

the sounds are secure.



Speed Sounds:

The Speed Sounds have been divided into sets.
Once your child has learnt some of the sounds
in a group they progress to sound blending that
group oY Speed Sounds into words.

Then your child will learn the next group of
Speed Sounds until they are confident with
reading and blending all o} the sounds in that

set.



The order of the sounds:

Set | Speed sounds are taught in this order

m a s d 1

L nh p g o

c k u b

T e¢ L h r

J v y w X Z

sh th ch qu ng nk



RWlnhc - Pure Sounds

When teachmg children the speed sounds
its very important we don't add uh’ to the

end oY them.

We prronounce them as puLr-e sounds —
m not muh, Jc not fuh | not luh.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCBzNnSSxds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yln6PpV1G1I

Leammg to read:

Before your child can start to read they need to be
able to say the sound that is represented by each letter or
group oY letters.

Once children know their sounds, theg are then taught to

sound out the letters in a word and blend them together to
read it. This is called sound blending — Fred Talk.

Sound out the word e.g. c-a-t, sh-o-p


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEzfpod5w_Q

Set 2 Speed Sounds

The set 2 speed sounds Jollow Set | and include the. §

Jollowing sounds:

ay, ee, Lgh, oW, 00, (as in moon, spoon) oo (as

in look, book cook) ar, or, air; ir, ou, oy
Eg: p-l-ay, n-igh-t, b-l-ow, s-t-ar-t

Set 2 Sound pronunciation:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7hRbrpq5Bo

Set 3 Speed Sounds

he set 3 speed sounds are the Jinal sounds |
to be taught and include the yollowing;

ed., OL, A-¢, L-¢, 0—-¢, u-e, aAwW, are, Wr er

OW, Gl, 0a, ew, Lre, ear, ure

These sounds are usually taught in Year |



Complex Speed Sounds chart

Consonants: stretchy

Consonants: bouncy
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Assessment of Sounds

Children are assessed each half term to see what
pI-0gr-ess theg have made in terms of their sounds and

readmg 0 words containing taught sounds.

They complete a RWI phonic assessment. This allows staf¥ to

Ldenttfg those children who need to revisit parthu[ar sounds.

n June of each academic year, children in Year | complete the
National Phonics Screening Check. Only those children who
nave a. secure knowledge of the set 3 sounds are likely to pass
this test.




Children in Reception will soon take home

their rea,dmg diaries, word walls and readi,ng

books.

Please help your child to read the words on their
word walls by using the RWI strategies. Once
they can read them at sight the word can be

ticked .



Help your child wit

‘rea

ding

Make sure you are Go to your public

Erjoy reading seen reading. library regularly. Find
together. Give Keep books and the books you loved
characters fumy magazines at easy as a kid to read
voices and engage reach. together,
with the pictures.
Make a game out of
finding words that
rhyme or start with
the sama Soud. Look online & in

oeate app stores for
Use reading o appropriate word

Insplre drawings or & spelling games.
w stories.

'Read everything out.loud

Books, poems, nursery rhymes, newspaper & magazine articles, food labels.

anything that is close to hand!



Picture books - Reasons they are lmportant! By Lori Calabrese

/. The illustrations of a picture book help children understand what
they are reading and allow young readers to analyse the story. When
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children are having difficulty, the illustrations can help them figure out the
meaning of what they are reading. The illustrations are also a powerful way to

help English learners comprehend the story.

6. Language: Picture books allow children to practice the sounds o} language and
as adults it's our responsibility to introduce new and interesting words at every
opportunity. The rhythm and rhyme in many picture books make Yor great read-

alouds and children learn words more easily when they hear them spoken often.

B. RepetLtLon: The repetition in many picture books allows a child to participate in
the story. YOng readers get excited when theg can anticipate a forthcommg line
and children learn skills like phommtc AWAreness, phomcs, comprehmsLon and

Fluency.



ly. Picture books are multi-sensory, which aids a child’s growing mind

and stimulates their imagination. Not onlg do the children hear the

story, theg see the illustrations.

3. Picture books help develop story sense. Children learn the beginning, middle
and end oy a story and can often relate to the age-appropriate issues and

conflicts presen’[ed in a picture book..

2. Picture books allow an enfirely different, more interactive communication
between parent and child. Picture books allow parents to spend time talking with
their children about the story, pictures and words. This interaction builds reading
comprenension. Picture books allow you to talk about what you see on each page,
so be sure to talk about what happened in the story, ask about the characters,

how they are Jeeling and events that took place.



|. Picture books are fun and the key is to always make the

readmg experience Fun and a time to look forward to.

Reading should never be perceived as a chore. | you make reading a
chore early on in a child’s development, they might grow to resent

reading.

By Lori Calabrese,

Lori Calabrese is an awa,rd—wmnmg children’s author.


https://www.thechildrensbookreview.com/

¥ you have any questions, please ask your child’s
teacher and they will be happy to help. There will
be an opportunity yor you to come into school soon
to see a phonics session in action. |y you can make

it it would be great to see you.




